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Supreme Court Rejects
Automatic Reservation Status
After Religious Conversion
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The Supreme Court on 15 October upheld the quashing of a

Tamil Nadu order that allowed certain converts to Islam to

obtain Backward Class Muslim certificates. Conversion alone

does not establish membership in any of the State’s seven

notified Muslim communities, and a person’s pre-conversion

caste status cannot automatically be carried across.

Community certificates are declaratory, while private religious

bodies cannot conclusively determine statutory reservation...
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