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Delhi High Court Rejects
Trademark Theory Against Social
Media Criticism
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The Delhi High Court on 21 September held that a

social-media influencer’s use of Niva Bupa’s mark

merely to identify the company while discussing

consumer and regulatory matters was not use “in the

course of trade” under Section 29 of the Trade Marks

Act. The Court permitted withdrawal with liberty to file

an ordinary civil suit, but imposed a notional INR1 cost

for misusing its specialised IP jurisdiction.
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