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From Outlaw to Epic Poet
Kerala High Court Cites Valmiki to
Back Redemption
for the ‘Reformed’
Sheikh Rayees July 4, 2025
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In a judgment steeped in philosophy and sharp legal

insight, the Kerala High Court has drawn a line between

past crimes and present character—arguing that a

criminal record should not chain a person indefinitely,

especially when signs of reform are genuine and visible.

Justice PV Kunhikrishnan, while deciding a plea filed by

a man listed as a rowdy by Fort Kochi Police, pointed

out that crime is often the product...
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