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Mumbai’s air has once again slipped into its familiar

autumn gloom, prompting the Bombay High Court to

step back into the fray with a tone that suggested both

impatience and inevitability. The judges, weary of

déjà vu, remarked that the city’s seasonal pollution

spike has become less of an aberration and more of a

ritual—an annual smoke signal that warnings are going

unheeded.
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