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No Escape Clause
Kerala High Court Affirms Wife’s
Right to
Maintenance Despite Waiver
Sheikh Rayees April 26, 2025
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In a sharp reminder that legal rights cannot be signed

away by private deals, the Kerala High Court ruled that

a woman remains entitled to maintenance under the

Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act,

2005 (DV Act) — even if she had earlier agreed to waive

it.
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