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111 SUPREME COURT

POCSO Age Proof Fails, But Rape
Conviction Can Still Stand
Without Section 376 Charge

Supreme Court

Sheikh Rayees ® September 11, 2026

PUBLISHED REPORT

The Supreme Court has clarified that failure to
establish avictim’'s age for the purpose of a POCSO
conviction does not necessarily bring the entire

prosecution to an end when the evidence independently
proves rape.
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