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SC Slams ‘Backdoor’ Deal to
Return Acquired Land, Calls It
Fraud on State Power

Sheikh Rayees March 21, 2025
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In a sharp rebuke to private settlements that attempt to

undo the State’s sovereign land acquisitions, the

Supreme Court has ruled that land taken under the power

of eminent domain for public purposes cannot be handed

back to original owners through side deals or private

agreements. The case centered on the Delhi Agricultural

Marketing Board, which found itself in the middle of a

tangled legal drama after agreeing to transfer...
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