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111 SUPREME COURT

Supreme Court Hands District
Collectors Sweeping Powers To
Crack Down On

India s Waste Crisis

Sheikh Rayees ® May 7, 2026

PUBLISHED REPORT

In asignificant push to tighten the country’ s failing
waste management system, the Supreme Court has
authorised District Collectors across Indiato directly

enforce the Solid Waste Management Rules, 2026,
arming them with powers that include cutting off water
and electricity suppliesto violators.
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