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Supreme Court Strikes Down
Tamil Nadu’s Gift of Temple
Land, Orders Higher Rent

Sheikh Rayees ® October 17, 2026

PUBLISHED REPORT

The Tamil Nadu government cannot acquire ownership of
temple property through a gift deed, even when the land is
intended for a public project, the Supreme Court has ruled,

underscoring the legal limits on the State’ s authority over
religious ingtitutions. The ruling came in a dispute over land
belonging to the Nagapal ayam M ariamman-Ponnachiamman
Temple in Erode district. A Bench of Justices PS

Narasimha and Alok Aradhe declared the transfer of ...
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